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Turkmenistan Youth and Civic Values Foundation
    2nd Annual Karakum Scholars Roundtable

Application for Participation in the second annual Karakum Scholars Roundtable
Dates:  

Friday, March 04 to Sunday, March 06, 2011
Location:

Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria 
Project Leaders: 
Isaac Scarborough (Almaty, Kazakhstan) 
Ailar Saparova (Washington DC, U.S.)
The Turkmenistan Youth and Civic Values Foundation (the “Foundation”) invites current university students from Turkmenistan to participate in the upcoming second annual Karakum Scholars Roundtable.
I. About the Roundtable:
What is the Roundtable?
The Roundtable is an annual conference on community project development and civic participation organized and developed by the Turkmenistan Youth and Civic Values Foundation (TYCVF).  The Second Annual Roundtable has two goals for its participants:
(1) Discuss concepts related to community organization, civic participation and the effective management of social capital. 
(2) Training on how to successfully implement a small community oriented project.  Prior to the conference, the Foundation will solicit project proposals from participating students related to community development in Turkmenistan. During the conference, several selected students will present their proposals, and with Foundation oversight, a student committee will be formed to administer a fund – seeded with an initial $2000 – targeted at the realization of selected projects.  The committee will select projects based on their potential to help one’s local community in Turkmenistan. 
The Second Annual Karakum Scholars Roundtable is led by Isaac Scarborough and Ailar Saparova.  Mr. Scarborough holds a B.A. in Political Theory and was a PCV in Turkmenistan from 2006-2008.  Following his Peace Corps service he has remained involved in educational and community development projects in Central Asia, and currently conducts research and lectures on American politics and culture at Kazakh National University al-Farabi.  Ms. Saparova, an AUCA graduate, holds a M.A. in Peace Studies from Notre Dame University’s Kroc Institute.  An active participant in a variety of community service organizations and projects, she has remained closely engaged with questions of project management and educational development.
II. Participation in the Roundtable:
Who is eligible to participate?
Any student from Turkmenistan who has graduated from high school and who is either currently at a university or in a preparatory program preparing for university.

What about college graduates?
As space permits.  While graduates are free to apply, it should be kept in mind that preference will be given to those currently studying at university. 
How many participants will there be?
Between 25 and 30.
What about participants from other Central Asian republics?
The Roundtable is intended for students from Turkmenistan.  As space permits, however, university students from other Central Asian republics may also be eligible to participate.  
What will the Roundtable provide?
The Roundtable will provide all food, drink, and reading materials.  The Roundtable will not, however, provide funding covering the costs of transportation, housing, or visas.  

Can students from outside of Blagoevgrad or Bulgaria participate?
YES.  It does not matter if you are studying in Almaty or Ashgabat or Astana or Tashkent or Osh or anywhere else.  As a Turkmen student, you are eligible to participate in the Roundtable. 

Do I need to be able to read and speak English?
YES. The Roundtable will be conducted in English.  
How can I participate?
Simple!  Fill out the application below. While applications may be returned up to January 31, 2011, keep in mind that preference will be given to those sent earlier rather than later.
III. Application for the 2010 Karakum Scholars Roundtable
E-mail this completed Application to roundtable@tycvf.org
Send no later than January 31, 2011, but the sooner you send, the better your chance to be accepted!
	Name (First, Middle, Last): 


	Birth date:



	Home city in Turkmenistan:

Current address:


	Current e-mail: 



	
	Cell phone: 


	Institution: At what institution are you studying, and at what grade level?




	How long have you been studying English? Have you taken an English test such as the TOEFL, and if so, what was your score?




Please answer BOTH of the following TWO questions:
The Roundtable seeks to educate its participants on how to put together a successful small-scale community oriented project which could then be implemented in Turkmenistan.  An example of an appropriate project would be a seminar on taking responsibility for individual health or a camp for students involving the idea of community service.  
1. Please describe (in 500-750 words) a project that you would like to implement in Turkmenistan over the summer or upon graduation.  In the event that you do not intend to return to Turkmenistan over the summer or upon graduation, please describe a project that serves Turkmen students abroad.  Include a budget that uses between U.S. $0-$2,000:
2. The Roundtable will ask students to reflect on philosophic ideas related to the development of organizations, their activities, and ways of managing elements of their social capital.   Keeping in mind ideas of how organizations are structured and develop, consider the following quote:

“Once upon a time, NATO conducted a major annual exercise called "Reforger”…In times past, such exercises were meant to scare Russia. Now they should be renewed, not in order to scare Russia but rather to ensure that NATO's military establishments remain integrated, that American generals get to know their European counterparts and vice versa—and so that both NATO's members and neighbors continue to believe that the alliance is real. The alliance's strength lies in its ability to project the image (and to maintain the reality) of strength, confidence, and integration. Exercises, both in reality and in cyberspace, can help achieve this. I can even imagine Russia being included at some future date.…

Institutions should do what they are good at. And the expansion of NATO is one of the few true post-Cold War foreign-policy success stories. By including some of NATO's old enemies inside its security umbrella, we ensured, at a minimal cost, the political, economic, and ideological "Westernization" of an enormous swath of the continent. -- Anne Applebaum, Slate, Nov. 22, 2010, http://www.slate.com/id/2275749/.
Given what you know about how international organizations – including, but not limited to NATO – operate, do you agree with Applebaum?  Should institutions always “do what they are good at”?  Drawing either on the example of NATO and the changes it has been undergoing in past months, or upon other situations you are familiar with, please write a short (500-1000 words) essay reflecting on the role of institutions: where do their “purposes” come from?  How are they defined?  Should institutions be more willing to change or to continue “what they are good at” even in light of changing circumstances?
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